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If	you're	seeing	this	message,	it	means	we're	having	trouble	loading	external	resources	on	our	website.	If	you're	behind	a	web	filter,	please	make	sure	that	the	domains	*.kastatic.org	and	*.kasandbox.org	are	unblocked.	What	does		ƒ(x)	mean?	Think	of	the	function	notation	as	a	replacement	for	y.	It	reads	"f	of	x."	ƒ(x)	=	2x	+	1	is	also	known	as	y	=	2x	+
1.ƒ(x)	=	|-x	+	5|	is	also	known	as	y	=	|-x	+	5|.ƒ(x)	=	5x2	+	3x	-	10	is	also	known	as	y	=	5x2	+	3x	-	10.	What	do	these	variations	of	notation	share?		ƒ(t)	=	-2t2ƒ(b)	=	3ebƒ(p)	=	10p	+	12	Whether	the	function	begins	with	ƒ(x)	or	ƒ(t)	or	ƒ(b)	or	ƒ(p)	or	ƒ(♣),	it	means	that	the	outcome	of	ƒ	depends	on	what's	in	the	parentheses.	ƒ(x)	=	2x	+	1	(The	value	of
ƒ(x)	depends	on	the	value	of	x.)ƒ(b)	=	3eb	(The	value	of	ƒ(b)	depends	on	the	value	of	b.)	Learn	how	to	use	a	graph	to	find	specific	values	of	ƒ.		What	is	ƒ(2)?	In	other	words,	when	x	=	2,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	line	with	your	finger	until	you	get	to	the	part	of	the	line	where	x	=	2.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?	Answer:	11	What	is	ƒ(-3)?	In	other	words,	when
x	=	-3,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	graph	of	the	absolute	value	function	with	your	finger	until	you're	touching	the	point	where	x	=	-3.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?	Answer:	15	What	is	ƒ(-6)?	In	other	words,	when	x	=	-6,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	parabola	with	your	finger	until	you	touch	the	point	at	which	x	=	-6.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?	Answer:	-18	What	is
ƒ(1)?	In	other	words,	when	x	=	1,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	exponential	growth	function	with	your	finger	until	you	touch	the	point	at	which	x	=	1.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?	Answer:	3	What	is	ƒ(90°)?	In	other	words,	when	x	=	90°,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	sine	function	with	your	finger	until	you	touch	the	point	at	which	x	=	90°.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?
Answer:	1	What	is	ƒ(180°)?	In	other	words,	when	x	=	180°,	what	is	ƒ(x)?	Trace	the	cosine	function	with	your	finger	until	you	touch	the	point	at	which	x	=	180°.	What	is	the	value	of	ƒ(x)?	Answer:	-1	If	you're	seeing	this	message,	it	means	we're	having	trouble	loading	external	resources	on	our	website.	If	you're	behind	a	web	filter,	please	make	sure	that
the	domains	*.kastatic.org	and	*.kasandbox.org	are	unblocked.	If	you're	seeing	this	message,	it	means	we're	having	trouble	loading	external	resources	on	our	website.	If	you're	behind	a	web	filter,	please	make	sure	that	the	domains	*.kastatic.org	and	*.kasandbox.org	are	unblocked.	Nov.	12,	2010,	5:40	PM	UTCBy	Allison	Linn
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